A.T.Y.C THAMES BOATING CERTIFICATE

With concerns that the standard of motor boat handling on the Thames might be in decline the suggestion of a new training scheme was introduced in October 2009.   Following reports at ATYC meetings and by e-mail the scheme was introduced. There was intensive consultation culminating on 30 April, 2010.

The questionnaire indicated that there were five clubs prepared to be fully involved in entering the training scheme and six more who were in full agreement and in support.   There were five clubs unequivocally opposed to the scheme.  

All clubs were advised that there would be a final presentation at the General Meeting held at the Upper Thames Motor Yacht Club in Sonning on Wednesday 16 June, 2010.    The agenda contained the following announcement.

“Following the consultation by open questionnaire carried out after the last General Meeting all clubs are advised the result of the questionnaire will be presented to the ATYC General Meeting to be held at Upper Thames Yacht Club on 16 June, 2010 commencing at 2000.

After the presentation all member clubs present will be given a ballot paper and be  able to contribute to the decision as to whether or not the scheme continues by voting YES or NO to the scheme.

“Proposed by Swan Radcott and seconded by TMYC that the Thames Boat Certificate Scheme be approved;   the existing 2010 Training Team continue to develop and introduce the scheme, reporting to the ATYC Officers and through to the membership at general meetings.”

Whilst the ensuing vote was very close from the clubs who were present and voted, there was a majority of six to continue and five in opposition.

Accordingly the scheme will now continue, and the ATYC Training Team 2010 have already set up a further meeting to progress the necessary action to deliver the full scheme in time for the 2011 Boating season.

It is one of the prime edicts of the ATYC to improve standards on the River Thames, and this scheme is specifically aimed for boaters on the Thames.   It provides an easy stepping stone to achieve RYA boat handling and ICC certificates for those who wish to cruise on other waters as well as the Thames.

Any Club or individual, (whether or not a member of a club within the ATYC) can find more information on the appropriate ATYC page site or by e-mailing michael@shefras.demon.co.uk.

