RIVER USERS GROUP 

AREA 7

BOULTERS TO BELL WEIR

Minutes of Meeting held on 21st October 2009

Present;

Chairman and Hon. Secretary, 
Mr Chris Turner.

Representatives;

Chris Turner, 

ATYC, RYA


Kevin Powell,

MDL, 



Vic Wright, 

BCC



Julie Cottrell,

EA Technical officer, 

Jan Sagel,

EA Team Leader, 

Carl Walters,

EA Waterways,  

Fiona Brewer,

Eton Excelsior Rowing Club, 

Jessie & Gordon English, Scouts, 

John Galloway, 
TYWC, Windsor Marina, 

Neil Winckless,
LRYC, IYFR, 

Alan Beaven, 

Old Windsor Angling Club.(minutes) 

(minutes)

Apologies for Absence.

Margaret Bowdery, (Ramblers), J Scragg, Ken Walker, (OWAC), Andrew Graham, (EA), Peter Hasler.

Minutes of Last Meeting

Previous minutes were agreed. Some people did not receive their minutes, so Chris Turner asked all present to confirm their e-mail addresses on the attendance list.

Matters Arising

None.

Introduction, Chris Turner

Boat registrations are up, Hire boats are up, water levels down. Cost increases only 3.3%. River users to fight to maintain levels of service. Marina operators seem to appreciate the situation and are not increasing costs. The ban on use of red diesel did not seem to be deterring boaters.

RYA/Inland Waterways working group. Joint stakeholders, but does not include anglers, BW in a desperate financial situation, looking forward to next year with trepidation, Waterways for Tomorrow being updated.

Noted that RUG 7 minutes should be on EA website. Investigate how to achieve this.

River Thames Alliance.
No current news but having regular meetings. 

EA reports

Report by Carl Walters.

River Thames Alliance Marketing Partnership, highlights May-August 2009.

Information available on website. www.visitthames.co.uk 

Skindles, developers in administration, new proposals being worked on. EA monitoring situation. Site is a disgrace.

Rowing Regatta is a no-go at this moment. It will take a long time to organise as there are many organisations to contact, and it is a very congested section of river.

Restructuring of EA almost complete, Team Leader and Technical Officer in attendance tonight, team based at Shepperton. Regional Strategy unit still in Reading.

Relationships with Police forces progressing.

Dennis Rooke, area relief lockkeeper Cookham/Bray/Boulters is retiring.

2012 Olympics still in discussion.

Low flows recorded.

Bray lock closed 2/11/09 to 29-1-10

Maidenhead Waterways project still on the back burner.

Capital expenditure £5.5M.

Management of short/long stay visitors on tidal stretch. Guidance document. Some boats are taking up lots of moorings for long periods. Not a particular problem in this reach, except Windsor, where RBWM are to take action on boat under railway bridge. Maidenhead could become a problem.

Fish for the Future, document available. DEFRA/EA.

Questions;

CJT queried why the EA had a speed trap at Cliveden one August Thursday evening, manned by several Agency officers, but were not able to respond when a jetski was being used alongside Windsor Marina. Marina staff persuaded the foreign offender to leave. Carl responded that the EA have 3 successful speeding prosecutions recently and 2 more pending. There are patrols at weekends, but proper reports are needed from the public.

Water levels have been low due to lack of rain, but EA are maintaining the levels between the statutory -3” to +6”. The EA deny that they run off extra water in case of floods. 

The Bray pipeline, 17 miles long, is for water abstraction. 

Water quality earlier in the year was queried, as water had a “strange tint”. This was thought to be due to algae due to low flows. There was also a lot of weed, due to clear water and low flows.

Boveney lock house has been refurbished, but lock keeper situation not quite resolved.

Hydro power scheme at Romney still on the cards, but no dates set.

Lower Thames Flood Risk Management Strategy published, and public meetings being held.

Job description of the new EA representatives was requested. Jan Sagel is Team Leader, looking after 5 locks primarily, and Julie Cottrell is a Technical Officer, on the operational side, having an input into the EA Statutory Consultee on Planning works, and consenting of events etc.

Recreation is being run by Russell Robson, since Colin Woodward moved.

Reports from River Users.

Eton Excelsior Rowing club reports weed causing problems as well as low water levels causing some craft to capsize when their blades catch the gravel. There are also some trees in the water.

2012 report. A risk assessment is being carried out on the security of the event. The Thames in London has different problems to Windsor. We do not want last minute river closures, as boats will continue moving between locks. Some people are already considering attending the rowing events by mooring locally, so congestion is likely.

The EA intend to keep the navigation open, and there may be part of the river cordoned off for canoe practice. The Thames Path may be temporarily re-routed. The Olympic Authorities may ask for local volunteers to help.

Penton Hook is a potential site for illegal immigrants/terrorists coming up the Thames by boat. The Authorities are aware especially with the Olympics soon. Local police/Local Authorities/ and Special Branch are liaising.

Old Windsor Angling Club reports that the low levels are not good for angling, nor is the clear water. Weed, however is a good thing as it provides cover for fish and invertibrates.

It was noted that navigation/boating gets a large amount of GiA and is heavily subsidised, whereas angling pays most of the cost of the EA Fishery function, which is Statutory, and receives little from EA Recreation.

Old Windsor Angling Club has received a letter from the Devizes to Westminster Canoe race organiser.  This will be on 10th to 13th April 2009. 

Serious pollution on Chalvey stream destroying fish, amphibians and invertibrates, as well as wildfowl. EA dealing with but culprit not yet known.

CJT noted that Bath Road Piscatorials now have the fishing rights opposite the Windsor Marina, and asked Alan Beaven to see if they wanted to attend RUG 7.

AOB

DONM  2nd/3rd week in March 2010, to be confirmed when clubhouse availability known.

A volunteer is required to take the next minutes.

