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	NOTICE TO MARINERS     No.M33 of 2010



TOWER BRIDGE
CENTRE ARCH NO.2 CLOSURES
UPPER POOL

Tower Bridge High-Level Walkways will undergo refurbishment works between the 28th June 2010 until on or about 1st November 2010. The following closures of No 2 arch will take place whilst access cradles are rigged.

· On the 30th June 2010 until 15th July 2010, The Centre arch, No 2 will be closed to navigation between the hours of 00.30 and 05.30 in order to put up the access cradle on the high level walkway. 

· From the 29th August 2010 until 4th September 2010, the Centre arch, No2 arch will be closed to navigation between the hours of 00.30 and 05.30 in order to reposition the access cradle on the level walkway. 

· From 20th October 2010 until 1st  November 2010, the Centre arch, No2 arch will be closed to navigation between the hours of 00.30 and 05.30 in order to dismantle the access cradle on the  level walkway.  

During the arch closed periods for the above high level walkways, movements of Cruise Ships and Warships using the berth on HMS BELFAST (Tower Bridge Upper) will not be affected.  The PLA receives at least 24 hours notice of these movements and will make arrangements with the contractors to keep the arch open (but with headroom reduced by 3.5m) for the duration of the Cruise or War Ship movement only.

A Harbour Service Launch will be in attendance for all night closures. Arches closed to navigation will be marked in accordance with the Port of London Authority River Byelaws 1978 (as amended) namely: 

· By day, three red discs 0.6 metres in diameter at the points of an equilateral triangle with the apex downwards and the base horizontal

· By night, three red lights in similar positions to the discs displayed by day.
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The same byelaw also states that when the headroom of an arch is reduced from its usual limits, but remains open to navigation, the person in control of the bridge shall suspend from the centre of that arch:

· By day a bundle of straw large enough to be conspicuous

· By night a white light.

Further details will be broadcast by London VTS on VHF Channel 14.

Persons in charge of vessels are to navigate with particular care and proceed at slow speed when passing the work.

Owners or operators of vessels with schedules affected by these closures should contact the Harbour Master’s office at the earliest opportunity.
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	EXPIRY DATE: 15th November 2010

TO RECEIVE FUTURE NOTICES TO MARINERS BY E-MAIL, 

PLEASE REGISTER VIA OUR WEBSITE  www.portoflondon.co.uk
Telephone calls, VHF radio traffic, CCTV and radar traffic images may be recorded in the VTS Centres at Gravesend and Woolwich.
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