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ASSOCIATION OF THAMES YACHT CLUBS



RULES FOR ATYC BOAT HANDLING COMPETITIONS
All competing craft must fly the Association Burgee as well as their Club Burgee.  
The ATYC boat handling competition is open to all nominated bona fide members of ATYC.   Clubs may enter up to four boats.  Visiting boats and clubs will be accommodated.
Each test will be marked out of a total of 100 points.   These will be converted into places within each test.     At the end of the competition the total places from each test will be computed and the boats placed according to the total places achieved. 

The two boats with the lowest number of places from each club will be considered as the Club Team, regardless of the class they compete within.
Exercises should be carried out in a smart and seaman-like fashion.  Boats should be handled according to conditions prevailing at the time of each test.    Full instructions will be provided with expectations and judging information.   It is a completely open competition with tests announced at least ten weeks prior to the Rally
Experienced club members who have knowledge of the RYA Competition Manual and who are prepared to meet the judging standard set by the organisers will act as Judges. On occasions they may be augmented by outside experts, but they will at all times conform to the standards set.

There will be at least two Judges per exercise.   When awarding their marks, the Judges will take into account the type of craft competing (having taken details from the Competition Entry Form).     The judges will mark independently. At the end of the event the Judges marks will be combined, averaging the points, and from these, apply them to the position within the test.
Every competitor is to navigate with due care, attention and at a speed and in such a manner as not to endanger lives; or cause damage to other vessels, moorings or property.  Failure to do so will result in the score being reduced by 50% for that test.
Sound signals are not required for competition purposes.  If other circumstances require it they should be given.

Dinghies will not be required for the purpose of the main competition.

Competitors will at all times have their VHF radio TURNED ON, but RADIO SILENCE is requested unless the organisers require making contact.

The Final Briefing for Judges and Timekeepers will take place as published in the Rally Programme.  Competitors are welcome but attendance is not obligatory – the tests have been fully explained at previous ATYC training sessions.   GPS time will be used converted to BST
Competitors’ Numbers, Starting Times and Competition Schedule are to be collected from as published in the Rally Programme. At this time there will be an opportunity for time synchronisation and answering of any questions. 
The running order will be a drawn prior to the competition.   The first and second boat from the previous year will run first and second.   Boats will be drawn individually not by club.
The competition will be run to a tight timetable.  The first boat will start the first test the time published in the Rally Programme.   Each subsequent boat will follow the published time schedule.  EACH TEST WILL START FROM THE START TIME SHOWN ON THE SCHEDULE IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER THE COMPETITOR IS READY OR NOT. The Judge will lower a flag at the start of the test time. 
The test will finish at the published time and the Judges will stop marking at this point; thus competitors will be marked on what they have achieved in the set time.    There are no bonus marks for finishing early.  Should the competitor remain on the test site beyond their allocated finish time marks will be deducted accordingly:

0 – 30 seconds 

5 points deducted

30 seconds – 1 minute
10 points deducted

1 minute – 2 minutes

20 points deducted

Over 2 minutes 

50% of score deducted

Having commenced the tests should any competitor have to abort through engine trouble or any other malfunction, he/she will be allowed to start the next test at the end of the competition.
THE JUDGES DECISIONS ARE FINAL
(Please note, should there be any cause for concern, complaint must be made in writing for future consideration by the ATYC Officers. Decisions made on the day will not be reversed.)
COMPETITORS’ NUMBER BOARDS MUST BE DISPLAYED IN A PROMINENT POSITION SO THAT THEY WILL BE READILY VISIBLE TO PORT AND STARBOARD.  
(Failure to carry out any of these requirements may be regarded as the retirement of the craft concerned.) 
On completion of the tests you should return your number boards to the ATYC at the debriefing.
Personal Buoyancy Aids are mandatory for all competitors

All craft attending the rally are to be so insured as to provide Public Liability Cover of at least £1,000,000 throughout the duration of the Rally.  Attendees accept not to make or to prefer against the Association of Thames Yacht Clubs or its Officers,  British Waterways Board or Environment Agency any claim or demand in respect of any damage to any person, craft, vessel or other property which may arise for any reason whatsoever.  Attendees indemnify the Association of Thames Yacht Clubs against all claims or demands in respect of the aforesaid matters.

It is the responsibility of the owners of their craft to ensure that the policy provides cover for the recover of salvage on the event of sinking.

The safety of craft attending the rally and/or the boat handling competition is the sole and inescapable responsibility of the owner or the owner’s representative who must ensure that the craft is fully found and thoroughly seaworthy and must be satisfied as to the soundness.
The objective of the ATYC Competition is to improve boat handling on the Thames.    To that end we are seeking to find the following:

The PREMIER BOAT HANDLING CLUB ON THE THAMES
BEST INDIVIDUAL BOAT HANDLER ON THE THAMES

BEST LADY SKIPPER

BEST CADET

BEST FAMILY

BEST FIRST TIME SKIPPER
The following are the trophies awarded
Team Awards (In the event of a tied result, the trophies will be shared)
1st
MOTOR BOAT AND YACHTING JUBILEE TROPHY

Awarded to the team of club boats which achieve the lowest place position.  

2nd
DOROTHY MAUREEN CUP

Awarded to the team of club boats which achieve the second lowest place position.  

3rd
CITY LIVERY YACHT CLUB CUP

Awarded to the team of club boats which achieve the third lowest place position.  

4th
THE ASSOCIATION CUP

Awarded to the team of club boats which achieve the fourth lowest place position.  

The following trophies are awarded to those boats who have obtained the lowest number of place positions overall.

1st
MARK ONE THAMES TROPHY
2nd
VANIQUE CUP

3rd
BUSHNELL ROSE BOWL

4th
SABIA TROPHY

5th
BONNIE CUP

6th
RESA MASTERS CUP

7th
LADY LOU CUP

The following trophies are awarded to those boats who have obtained the lowest number of place positions overall within the classes shown

Special Category Awards

The ‘Philips ap’ Family Trophy  will be awarded to the top skipper of the craft whose complete crew are all members of the same family as the skipper, irrespective of age.

Jolida Cup will be awarded to the top skipper who is taking part in the competition for the first time.

Mermaid Ladies Trophy will be awarded to the top lady skipper (with or without a ladies crew.)

The Narrowboat Trophy will be awarded to the top skipper of a narrow boat.

The Grayson Spencer Cadet Trophy will be awarded to the top cadet skipper (male or female) who has not yet reached his or her 18th birthday.

Twickenham Trophy   will be awarded to the second best skipper who is taking part in the competition for the first time.
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