RESPONSE TO HOWARD DAVIDSON E-MAIL 1400 FRIDAY 7 OCTOBER, 2011
FROM AN ATYC PERSPECTIVE

From April 2011 ATYC were aware that funding via Grant in Aid was under pressure and initially the cost of the navigation included flood prevention via the Weirs was included.
During the summer Water Way Group representatives attended meetings all documented with notes which can be found on the ATYC Web Page with appropriate references in recent ATYC communication to clubs.
On 9 September, 2011 on behalf of TUGn a Position Statement was sent to Howard Davidson but there has been no acknowledgement or response.
At 1400 Friday 7 October all members of WWG received an announcement which paraphrased gave an even stronger action process than when it started and which appears has already been received with dismay by many boating organisations.

Writing as Chair of ATYC cognisant of the General Meeting scheduled for Wednesday 19 October at the Windsor Yacht Club I intend to change the format of the meeting as I think clubs on the non-tidal Thames need to agree strategy, which I anticipate will be the same as many of the other boating organisations with membership of TUGn and through the River User Groups.

I see the format of the meeting as follows:

Presentation by Michael Shefras – 10 Minutes

Comment by Andy Soper/David Jones – 10 Minutes

Open discussion leading to a Strategy to take forward – 40 minutes 

We will then continue with the normal Agenda, but I will work with Jeremy to prioritise the reports.

I would anticipate the Agenda out early this week.

I would anticipate through Gaby a specific “Notice Board” announcement to remind clubs how important this meeting is going to be for the future management of the River Thames into 2012.

For further information there is a WWG on 31 October, and at the RUG8 meeting Tuesday 1 November, Matt Carter will present how the river is to be managed in 2012 with a response by Louis Jankel, leading to an hour debate from RUG8 members who I hope will agree with whatever ATYC and other organisations strategy that develops.
Michael Shefras – 1100 9 October, 2011

