There has been comment that there are new speed limits down to the barrier.   

New Speed Limits in Central London

The Port of London Authority (PLA) has introduced a speed limit for all high speed passenger vessels operating in central London. Such vessels are now restricted to a maximum speed of 12 knots through the central London bridges and also in the area near Greenwich Pier.

This measure is to help ensure continued high safety standards on the River. We have made this move, after a thorough risk assessment, because of a significant and welcome increase in the number of fast passenger vessels on the Thames. In recent months vessels have started operating services on new routes and leisure operators have introduced new tourist related high speed trips. The measure does not affect the high speed commuter services outside the areas listed above, thus allowing them to maintain schedules.

In addition, we will shortly begin consulting on the introduction of a speed limit for all craft in central London. It is envisaged that this new speed limit will apply to all privately owned recreational and leisure craft and all commercial vessels. However operators of high speed commuter services will be able to apply for an exemption to the limit, below the central London bridges, enabling them to continue to maintain schedules. 

Details of our proposals will be subject to a wide consultation and will be published on the PLA website soon. Subject to this consultation, we anticipate this new speed limit will come into force during 2008.
This is not correct!  The following is the exact situation.

 

You will see that we can expect consultation as far as recreational craft is concerned, and I do not think that we can object to a 12 knot speed limit through bridges.    Personally I find that 8 knots is as high as is safe in this specific area.

 

Your views on speed from Wapping Police Pier to the Barrier would be useful, remembering that the Bye-Laws put the onus on the skipper not to make undue wash passing piers and “ease down” warnings.

 

These views will be taken into consideration when we attend the meetings.

 

Regards

 

Michael Shefras

Chairman TV RYA and Deputy Chairman ATYC

 

 

